
Five great Russian ballerinas
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Anna PavlovaAnna PavlovaAnna PavlovaAnna Pavlova(1881$1931, St Petersburg Ballet)

The begetter of the Russianballerina legend. A @ne-limbed,bewitchingly ethereal
individualist whofound neither the Imperial Ballet norDiaghilev's breakaway Ballets
Russesto her liking.

She toured the worldfreelance, casting a spell, inspiringNinette de Valois with "her
abandon,her frailty, her ecstasy" and "injecting"Frederick Ashton "with her poison".

Galina UlanovaGalina UlanovaGalina UlanovaGalina Ulanova(1910$1998, Kirov and Bolshoi)

The ultimate ballerina's ballerina, whose intense, poeticperformances established her
as asuper-artist long before she was @rstseen in the West in 1956.

Short andrelatively dumpy oV stage, Ulanovadeceived the eyes with the softnessand
purity of her movement, andbrought a heartbreaking simplicity toher characters. Best
known for Giselleand Juliet.

Maya PlisetskayaMaya PlisetskayaMaya PlisetskayaMaya Plisetskaya(b 1925, Bolshoi)

Tall and thrillingly brilliant, thered-headed Plisetskaya was at @rstkept in Ulanova's
shadow but emergedde@antly to make a global reputationalongside her turbulent
Soviet career.

Best known for Carmen and DonQuixote, Plisetskaya was almostUlanova's opposite –
sexy, _amboyantand outspoken.

Thanks to a wonderfulbody, she was still performing at nearly70.

Natalia MakarovaNatalia MakarovaNatalia MakarovaNatalia Makarova(b 1940, Kirov)

Tiny, exquisite, bird-boned, withan extreme suppleness and control invery slow music
which stamped another-worldly new look on classicalballets.
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The only leading ballerina todefect (in 1970), she became aninternational star,
unleashing heremotional temperament and exoticglamour on modern ballets and
thetheatre.

Altynai AsylmuratovaAltynai AsylmuratovaAltynai AsylmuratovaAltynai Asylmuratova(b 1961, Kirov)

An exceptionally musicaldark-eyed eastern beauty who fusedboth the exquisite and the
brilliantbloodlines of Russian ballet in herdancing. She had not only perfectphysical
gifts but also an expressiveartistry that ranged from greatestpoetry to irresistible, sexy
charm.

Nowhead of the Kirov's ballet school, theVaganova Academy.
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